Gaertig to Preside in
Johnson County Court

THE HONORABLE COUNTY JUDGE OF THE FIRST DISTRICT JEFFREY
GAERTIG, center, was welcomed to Johnson County during an open house
June 30.

He stands with County Judge Curtis Maschman, left,

and District

Judge Rick Shriner, right.
by Ann Wickett

“I feel very fortunate and blessed,” said the Honorable County Judge of the
First District Jeffrey Gaertig during an open house at the Johnson County
Courtroom on Wednesday, June 30, welcoming him to his new position.
“I’m looking forward to serving the people of Johnson County.”
Judge Gaertig was appointed by Governor Pete Ricketts as County Judge
of the Johnson County Court in the First District in March and was sworn
into office in May. Gaertig previously served eight years as an attorney in
a private law firm in Beatrice where he handled litigation cases. He added
that he prosecuted a variety of cases before his predecessor County Judge

Steven Timm, whom he replaced on the bench. According to Gaertig, Judge
was another Coach Tom Osborne, he was a legend in the court system.

Timm

“I can’t fathom that I am following the path that Steve Timm blazed.”
From 2007 to 2013, Gaertig served as an Assistant in the Nebraska Attorney General’s office as a state prosecutor. Gaertig said that working at
the Attorney General’s office showed him both sides of a coin in each case.
“This experience helped me become well-rounded. There are so many
cases to prosecute, each case is a building block in the foundation of where
am today,” Gaertig said.

I

Gaertig was raised in a small town and is a native of Hemingford. “I want

approachable and accessible for the people I serve,” said Gaertig.
people to take me as one of the locals.”
Judge Gaertig plans to hold County Court in Johnson County’s Courtroom
every Wednesday. In addition to serving in the Johnson County Courtroom,
Judge Gaertig also serves as County Judge in Gage County. Overall, there
are eight counties in the First District and Judge Gaertig handles the central
to be very
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braska Supreme Court and the Nebraska Court
of Appeals to join him on short summer tours
of Nebraska’s courthouses and courtrooms.
from
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two counties.

Gaertig and his wife, Jeanne, live in Beatrice. They have three children, Kayla, Avery

and Mia. When he is not serving as a County
Judge, Gaertig likes doing a variety of activities

Supreme Court Justices invited to tour the
Johnson County Courthouse include: Honorable Stephanie Stacy, Honorable Lindsey

Miller-Lerman, Honorable William Cassel,
Honorable Jonathan Papik, Honorable Jeffrey

outdoors in addition to walking his two dogs,

Honorable John Freudenberg.
Judges of the Courts of Appeals invited on this

Stella and Sammy.

tour were Honorable Riko Bishop,

this great opportunity to
serve the people of Johnson County,” Gaertig
concluded.
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for

Open House and Courthouse Tour
During
County

the open house,

the

Honorable

Judge Curtis Maschman and District

Judge Rick

Shriner welcomed members

of

Funke, and

Honorable

Michael Pirtle, Chief Justice; Honorable Francie Riedmann, Honorable David Arterburn,
Honorable Lawrence Welch, Jr., and Honorable Frankie Moore. Local attorneys attending
the open house and courthouse tour were Steve
Mercure, Lindy Mahoney, Rick Smith,

Tom

Morrissey, Bruce Dalluge and Ben Beethe.

“Somehow, we missed Johnson County
our tour of southeast Nebraska four

the Nebraska Supreme Court. Members of the

during

Nebraska Court of Appeals were also invited to

years ago,” Chief Justice Heavican said. “You
have such a beautiful courthouse which was
constructed in 1888. It is gorgeous, and as a

take a tour of the Johnson County Courthouse
under

the leadership of Chief Justice Mike

Heavican.

whole the town of Tecumseh has been beauti-

The Honorable Rick Shriner shared how Nebraska court systems had to find different ways

fully preserved.”

of conducting court and jury trials during the

hesitated in keeping the courts open during the
pandemic. “We thought people would be afraid

COVID-19 pandemic. Judge Shriner reported
that Johnson County selected jurors

in the

Tecumseh Community Building for a jury trial
in March to adhere to the social distancing
regulations during the pandemic.

The Honorable Chief Justice Michael Heavican said he likes to invite

members of the Ne-

According to Chief Justice Heavican, no one

of being called for jury trials, but they weren’t.
We

made sure

Nebraska’s social distancing

protocols were followed.

“I’m very excited to be here it’s been a fun
tour,” Chief Justice Heavican concluded.

