
CourtIsAdjourned
CourtroomCeilingCollapses

Plans to reopen the Jeffer-son County Courthouse tothepublic have been com-plicated by the collapse
of a largeportion of theceiling in thecourtroom.The courthouse has beenclosed for several weeksdue to theCOVID-19pan-
demic. The lone courtroomis on the top floor of thecourthouse.No one was in the court-room and no one wasinjured whena largesec-tion of the ceiling cavedin, scattering ceiling tiles,
dustand debrisacross thecourtroom floorand onfurniture. Although no onesaw it,at approximately
2:15p.m. onWednesday,
May 27,occupants of theCourthouse heard thecrash. Deputy JohnDa-vis waspresent and toldFJN, �WhenI first heard it,
I thought it sounded likethunder.�It is unknown whatcaused the collapse.Coun-ty CommissionerMarkSchoenrock toldFJN, �Weare engaging our engineerto evaluate and thenhavea plan torepair.�
During theclosure,Coun-tyand DistrictCourts werestill being held, thoughmany cases werecontin-ued for longerthan usual.District Court was held us-ing videoconferencing andteleconferencing and writ-tenarraignments were en-couraged. In County Court,

only defendantsand theirattorneys were allowed inthe courtroom, no family

members or friends except
in thecase of a minor.In County Court,all casesscheduled for Monday,
June 1,have been contin -ued.Until further notice,
Countyand District Courtwill be heldat the Jeffer -son County Law Enforce -ment Center,606 3rdStreet in Fairbury.

All individuals shouldenter themain entranceon the north side of thebuildingand everyone
will be screened by lawenforcementand tempera -tures will be taken.People
should wear a mask as thevenue is a smaller area. Ifindividuals donot haveamask,one can beprovided.

JeffersonCountyCom -missioners wereplanningon having their weekly
meeting in thecourtroom,as it is larger than theCommissioners'regular
meetingroom and allows

for greatersocial distanc -ing. Commission Chairper -son GalePohlmann said,
�We decided this morning
thatwe could make it workfor the five of us in theroom, and still maintainsocial distancing.�

At thenext meeting,
Tuesday, June 2, theVet-eran of the Month ceremo-ny will be held outside thecourthouseat theVeteransMemorial, weatherper-
mitting. Therest of themeetingwill be held in theCommissioners' meetingroom.Reopening of the court-house is still scheduledto occurMonday, June 8,
withrestrictions. Only thewest entrancewill open
and anyoneentering thecourthousewill be subjectto screening, including
answering questionsandhaving their temperature
taken.
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A stack of ceiling tiles collected after the collapse.


